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Even allowing for the Governor's 'reserved* powers and his
'special responsibility* powers, the Burmese Cabinet had
effectual control over practically all internal affairs. It was in
fact laid down that the "reserve powers' were to be progressively
restricted in the course of time, and it was understood that the
Governor's 'special responsibility powers', which included the
prevention of grave menace to internal peace, the protection of
minorities and the prevention of unfair discrimination against
British subjects or their goods, would as far as possible be held
in abeyance.
The first general election was keenly contested, and in some
constituencies two-thirds of the roll actually voted. Dr. Ba
Maws the first premier, and his cabinet showed themselves
anxious to tackle such serious problems as agrarian distress
corruption and village administration. The difficulties ahead
were vast, and it would have been interesting to have seen how
the Burmese would have shaped up to them, now that they had
what amounted to almost complete responsible government.
But the peace of the world was already threatened by Nazi
Germany, and Japanese penetration into China was assuming
alarming proportions. Hence the conditions of external peace,
so necessary for a new system to be given its chance to take
root and grow, never really existed, and the period of barely
five years, which elapsed between its inception and the Japanese
conquest, must be judged with the greatest reserve.